Age interactions in breast cancer: an analysis of a 10-year multicentre study in China.
The effects of age at diagnosis on the clinical characteristics of breast cancer and trends over time were investigated in Chinese women. Data from 4211 women with pathologically confirmed primary breast cancer collected between 1999 and 2008 for a multicentre retrospective study were analysed according to age at diagnosis. Age at diagnosis ranged from 21 to 86 years, with a mean of 48.7 years, and was shown to be significantly related to tumour size, lymph node status, hormone receptor status and human growth factor receptor-2 status, but not to pathological type or tumour, node, metastasis stage. The age-corrected proportion of patients aged 50-64 years at diagnosis increased significantly between 1999 and 2008. There was a significant difference in the age-corrected distribution of age at diagnosis in China compared with Western countries. Age at diagnosis is related to the clinical and pathological characteristics of breast cancer. The age at diagnosis in China increased over the decade from 1999 to 2008, but is still lower than in Western countries.